
Student:_______     Class: _________________ 
 
Fiction/Nonfiction (Setting): 

 rank 1 2 3 4 5 
Clarity  There is little or 

confusing 
information about 
setting 
(unintended) 

Setting needs 
development 
but is described 
in places 

Setting mostly 
described, yet 
also portrayed 
with some 
images 

Setting is 
portrayed with 
images that 
engage the 
reader  

Strong images 
evoke a clear 
picture of the 
setting 

Mood  Setting is not 
developed or 
does not convey 
a mood 
(unintended) 

Setting conveys 
contradictory 
moods or the 
mood is unclear 

Setting conveys 
a mood or mood 
is not important 
to the story 

Setting conveys 
a mood or 
moods that fits 
the story 

Setting conveys 
a clear sense 
mood that adds 
to the story 

Character  The characters 
do not interact 
with the setting, 
but they should 

Minimal 
interaction 
between 
character and 
setting 

Setting reflects 
the characters 
and they 
interact with it 

Setting is 
important to the 
development of 
the characters 

Setting 
emerges as a 
character in its 
own right 

Tension  There is no 
tension in the 
portrayal of 
setting 

A few or too 
many contrasts 
in the setting 

Clear contrasts 
or conflicts in 
the setting, may 
be a little much 

Subtle 
contrasts or 
conflicts that fit 
the story 

Significant 
conflict or 
contrast in the 
setting that 
advances plot 

Overall Use  Setting is 
inconsistent or 
stereotyped: 
needs significant 
development 

Setting is 
somewhat 
predictable, in 
need of 
development 

Setting is 
interesting, in 
need of some 
development 

Setting is well 
developed with 
some quirky 
qualities 

Setting is 
interesting, 
complex, and 
compelling 

 
Total:     Average:   
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Poetry (rhythm): 
 rank 1 2 3 4 5 
Traditional Meter  Meter is used in 

an awkward, rigid 
way or very 
inconsistently 

Meter is used 
somewhat 
inconsistently, yet 
not awkwardly 

No meter used or 
meter used 
consistently and 
unobtrusively 

Meter used 
consistently with 
variations for 
emphasis 

Meter used 
effectively with 
variations for 
emphasis 

Speech rhythm  The poem sounds 
very unnatural 
(unintentionally) 

The poem has a 
sing-song rhythm 
with some lines 
conversational.  

The poem sounds 
like natural 
spoken language  

Uses natural 
speech rhythms in 
interesting 
patterns 

Natural speech 
with repetition of 
patterns for 
emphasis 

Number of stresses 
or feet in a line 

 Irregular stress or 
use of feet that 
seems 
unintentional or 
too regular 

Some regularity 
to the number of 
stresses in a line 
with a hint of a 
pattern 

Regular number 
of stresses or feet 
in a pattern or 
intentional 
irregularities 

Effective patterns 
of the number of 
stresses or feet in 
most lines 

Very effective, 
consistent 
patterns of stress, 
whether regular 
or irregular 

Sentence phrasing  Sentences are 
monotonous: all 
the same length 
or with no pattern 

Variety of 
sentence lengths 
adds to the 
phrasing 

Sentence variety 
is appropriate to 
the poem’s 
content 

Use of 
enjambment and 
phrasing adds to 
the poem’s impact 

Very effective use 
of syntax (length 
and structure) 
juxtaposed with 
other rhythms 

Overall Use  Minimal use of 
rhythm, or some 
limited common 
rhythm such as 
iambic tetrameter 

Limited use of 
rhythm, shows 
some 
understanding of 
meter or free 
verse 

Adequate use of 
rhythm, needs 
improvement in 
meter and free 
verse techniques 

Effective use of 
rhythm in 
interesting 
patterns that 
suggest a voice 

Creative use of 
complex, unique 
rhythms that 
complement the 
content of the 
poem 


